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Course introduction 

The purpose of this class is to introduce students with the political and social development of 

Pakistan, a newly formed nation facing severe crisis and challenges. In this course students will 

learn about government and politics of islamic republic of Pakistan from 1947 till date. 

Learning Objective: 

To understand thegovernance and policies under different civil & military regimes and their 

influence on the political and cultural development of contemporary Pakistan. To explore the 

futuristic outlook of the nation i.e.,Ethnicity,Foreign Policy of Pakistan and upcoming future 

challenges. 

Outcome 

By the end of semester, the students should be able to: 

• Understand political and social development of Pakistan throughout the years 

• Military dictatorships and its influence on politics of Pakistan afterwards 

• Comparative analysis of different eras of government 

• Understand economic institutions and issues, society and social structure 

• Understand the futuristic outlook of Pakistan 

Learning Methodology: 

• Lectures as provided in the schedule of the semester activities 

• Study of Archival Material and recommended books 

• Guest Lectures as per requirement 

• Presentation on allocated topics  

Grade Evaluation Criteria 

Following, is the criteria for the distribution of marks to evaluate final grade in a semester. 

Marks Evaluation       Marks in percentage  

Sessional (Assignments, Quizzes, Presentations)     30 

Mid Term                 30 

Final examination         40 

Total                               100 
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Content 

Unit 1 Introduction to the Course  

Unit 2 Historical Perspective  

Unit 3 People and  Land(Indus Valley Muslim Advent and Geography) 

Unit 4 Government and Politics (1947-58) 

Unit 5 Student Presentation  

Unit 6 Government and Politics (1958-71) 

Unit 7 Government and Politics (1971-77) 

Unit 8 Government and Politics (1977-88) 

Unit 9 Mid Term Exam  

Unit 10 Government and Politics (1988-99) 

Unit 11 Government and Politics (1999 onwards) 

Unit 12 Contemporary Pakistan (Economic Institutions and Issues) 

Unit 13 Contemporary Pakistan (Society and Social Structure) 

Unit 14 Student Presentation 

Unit 15 Contemporary Pakistan (Ethnicity) 

Unit 16 Contemporary Pakistan (Foreign Policy of Pakistan and Challenges) 

Unit 17 Contemporary Pakistan (Futuristic outlook of Pakistan) 

Unit 18 Final Exam 

Recommended 

Books/References 

• M.R Kazimi, Pakistan Studies, Sixth Edition (Karachi: Oxford 

University Press, 2013) 

• Additional readings will be provided as required. 

• MaleehaLodhi( 2012). Pakistan Beyond the Crisis State. Oxford 
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University Press. 

• Anatol, Lieven. "Pakistan: A hard country." (2011). 

• Cohen, Stephen P. The idea of Pakistan. Brookings Institution 

Press, 2004. 

• Cohen, Stephen P., ed. The future of Pakistan. Brookings 

Institution Press, 2011. 

Recommended Website: 

www.storyofpakistan.com   For Key Events in Pakistan’s History 

 

 

http://www.storyofpakistan.com/

